
1600 1610 1620 1730 1740

[1630......1720]

Jamestown, Virginia, 
English settlers. Tobacco

1607

Mayflower, Puritans, Plymouth Colony, near Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts.

Called New england by John Smith in 1614.
1620

Georgia, last 
colony founded.

1732



1750 1760 1770 1780 1790

"No taxation 
without 

representation"
1760

Britain gains control of territory 
up to the Mississippi River

1763

Sugar Act
1764

Stamp Act
1765

Violent reactions by the 
Boston Tea Party

1773

American Revolution: George 
Washington leads colonist 

Continental Army.
1775

Battle of Lexington, April 
(colonists vs. Britain)

1775

July, 4: Declaration of Independence, 
Thomas Jefferson.

1776

Common Sense, 
Thomas Paine.

1776

Battle of Yorktown. Colonies 
become a Confederation.

1781

Treaty of Paris, puts an end to 
the war because France was 
an ally on the seas. Britain 

accepts loss of colonies.
1783

US Constitution
1787

Bill of Rights guarantees 
individual freedom.

1791

Seven Years' War
with France
1756 à 1763

George Washington,
first president.

(no party)
1789 à 1797The Northwest 

Ordinance
1787

1790s: several 
slave states 

created



1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850

Treaty of Paris, puts an end to 

Bill of Rights guarantees 
individual freedom.

France sells Louisiana 
territories to USA.

1803

Atlantic slave trade 
abolished

1808

Transcontinental 
(Adams-Onis) Treaty. 
Purchase of Florida

1819

George Washington,
first president.

(no party)
1789 à 1797

President
John Adams
(Federalist)
1797 à 1801

President
Thomas Jefferson

(Democratic-
Republican)
1801 à 1809

President
James Maddison

1809 à 1817

President
James Monroe

1817 à 1825

President
John

Quincy
Adams

1825 à 1829

President
Andrew Jackson

(Democratic)
1829 à 1837

President
Martin

Von Buren
1837 à 1841

President
John
Tyler

(Whig)
1841 à 1845

President
James K.

Polk
1845 à 1849

First American 
settlement of Texas

1824

Texas Revolution and declaration of 
independence (1835-36)

1835

Texan Long Star 
Republic proclaimed, 

April
1836

America acquires full 
ownership of the Oregon 
territory from the British

1846

War with Mexico
1846 à 1848

Treaty of Guadelupe-Hidalgo. 
Mexico cedes Texas, New 
Mexico and California to the

United States
1848

Pdts
Taylor

&
Fillmore

1849 à 1853

President Jefferson 
negotiates with 

Napoleon for the 
Territory of Louisiana

1801
Mexican independence

1821

Lewis & Clarke
Expedition
1804 à 1806

War between
Americans and
British + Indians
1812 à 1815

First Seminole War
1818

Cherokee Nation
vs. Georgia
1828 à 1831

Indian Removal Act. 
"Trail of Tears"

1830

Second Seminole War
1835 à 1842

1840s: large-scale American 
migration to California and 

Oregon

1790s: several 
slave states 

The Nullification 
Crisis (Tariff of 1828)

1832

Missouri Compromise (free vs. slave state)
1820 Compromise of 

1850

Two-party 
system:

Federalist Party 
vs. Republican 

Party 

Second two-party 
system

Third two-party system:
1848, the Democratic Party vs. the 2nd 

Republican Party



1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900

1845 à 1849

America acquires full 
ownership of the Oregon 
territory from the British

War with Mexico
1846 à 1848

Treaty of Guadelupe-Hidalgo. 
Mexico cedes Texas, New 
Mexico and California to the

Pdts
Taylor

Fillmore
1849 à 1853

Presidents
Franklin Pierce

& James
Buchanan

1853 à 1861

President
Abraham
Lincoln
(Republican)
1861 à 1865

Eric Canal completed
1885

President
Andrew
Johnson
1865 à 1869

Presidents Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, C. Cleveland
1869 à 1885

President
G. Cleveland
1885 à 1889

Assassinated 
in april 14, 1865

President
Benjamin
Harrison

1889 à 1893

G. Cleveland
1893 à 1897

President
William
McKinley

1897 à 1901

1840s: large-scale American 
migration to California and 

The Dawes Act - (General Allotment Act) - 
amemded in 1891 and 1906

1887

Gold rush in 
California, 

1850s

Transcontinental network 
 federal government, 
1850s, completed in 1869

Battle of Little Bighorn, death of 
General Custer

1876

Massacre of 
Wounded Knee

1890

Late 19th, americainisation 
of Indians. BIA = Bureau of 
Indian Affairs

Compromise of 

Kansas-Nebraska Bill.
Consequence: 
creation of the 

Republican Party
1854

Economic 
crisis. 

Panic of
1857

Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates

1858

1860-61: 11 slave states 
secede from Union and 
from Confederate States 
under leadership of 
Jefferson Davis

Emancipation Proclamation
1863

Slavery abolished, 13th A.
1865

Third two-party system:
1848, the Democratic Party vs. the 2nd 

Republican Party

Reconstruction Era
1863 à 1877

Civil Rights Act, 14th A.
1866

Radical Reconstruction
1867

Economic depression of 
1873

Civil Rights Act
1875

Compromise of 
1877

Rockefeller founder of 
the Standard Oil 

Company 
1870

The Great railroad strike of
1877

The Homestead Steel strike
1892

The Pullman strike 1894
1894

The Interstate 
Commerce Act 

1887

The Sherman 
Anti-trust Act

1890

Rise of 
Industrial 
America

Depression
1873 à 1893

New 
immigration

President
Theodore Roosevelt

1901 à 1909

The Pullman Strike, Chicago
1894

US gains Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
Philippines & Cuba. Annexes 

Hawaii
1898

Theodore 
Roosevelt’s Big 
Stick Diplomacy



1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960

President
Theodore Roosevelt

1901 à 1909

President
Taft

1909 à 1913

President
Woodrow Wilson

1913 à 1921

US gains Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
Philippines & Cuba. Annexes 

Theodore 
Roosevelt’s Big 
Stick Diplomacy

Howard Taft’s 
Dollar 
Diplomacy

Wilson’s moral 
policy

President
Harding
1921 à 1923

President
Coolidge

1923 à 1929

President
Herbert
Hoover

1929 à 1933

President FDR
1933 à 1945

President Harry Truman
1945 à 1953

President
Dwight Eisenhower

1953 à 1961

1920s: Consumer Society (energy, 
mass production, mass consumption, 

advertisement/radio, urbanisation, 
change in female role)

1950s: Affluent Society 
(television, suburbanisation, 
baby-boom; environmental 

consequences)



1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

President
Dwight Eisenhower

1953 à 1961

President
JFK
1961 à 1963

President
LBJ

1963 à 1969

President
Richard Nixon
1969 à 1974

1950s: Affluent Society 
(television, suburbanisation, 
baby-boom; environmental 

President
Ford
1974 à 1977

President
Jimmy
Carter

1977 à 1981

President
Ronald Reagan

1981 à 1989

President
George

H. W. Bush
1989 à 1993

President
Bill Clinton

1993 à 2001

President
George
W. Bush

2001 à 2009

President
Barack
Obama

2009 à 2013


